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eaſe to 'be memorie of ſome, for whom it was more © 


particuiarty difigntd; And can poejudicy none, who | 
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WITH THE 
DEISTS 
| 2 Sg I R, | | | | | 
þ- N Aaſwer to yours, of the Third = 3 | 
ba ſtant, I much condole -with you your 44 
|  UnhappyCircumſtances of bsing placed 44} 


amongſt (uch Company, where, aSyou - -. 
8 ſay, you continually hear the Sacred 
. Scriptures, and the Hiſtories therein contain'd, 
e particularly of Moſes acd- of Chrift, and all 
0 KRevaFdReligian turg'd imtoRidicule,by men 
n who ſet up for Senſe and Reaſon, And they 
), ' fay, That there is no greater Ground to be- 
| lieve in Chrif, than in Mahomet : That all 
theſe Pretences to Revelation are Cheats, and 
Yr | ever had been among Pagans, Jews, Mabume- 

' fans, and Ebriftions: They arc all alike _ 
3-7 Im: 


=" 
— "— *, > 4 
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(HS) 
- Impoſitions of cunning and defigning men? 
upon the Credulity, at firſt, of fimple and 
unchipking people, 
creaſing, their deluſions grew pdpular, come, 
at laſt ro be eſtabliſhed by Laws, and then the 
torceot Education and Cuſtom gives a Byaſs to 
the Judgement of After Apes, till ſuch deceits 
come teally toe be beliey's, being rectiv©d up 
on Truſt from the Ages foregoing, - without 


examining into the Original and Bottom of * 


them, which theſe'Our modern Men of Senſe 
EE they defare to be eſteem*d) fay. that they 
only do,that they only have their Judgements 
frees from the laviſh Authority of Precedents 
and Laws, and matters of Truth, which they 

ſay, ought only to be decided by "90 =e4g 
T tio by a prudent Complyance with Pepula- 
rity and Laws, they preſerve themſe)ves from 


Outrage and Legal Pcnalties, tor none of their | 


 Complcxions are addifted to Sufferings or 
_ Martyrdome. 
Wy Now: Sir, That which you deſire from me, 
Is ſome. ſhort Topick of Ration, it ſuch can be 
fouad, whereov, without running to Author. 
rics, and the jnrricate Mazes 'of Learning, 
which breed long Diſputes, and which theſe 
- Men of Reaſon by whole- ſale, tho* they 
can give noReaſon for it, only \uppolc hs 
Authors have been crump'd upon us, interpola« 


ted.and corrupted, ſo that no ftreſs can be laid 


IF uportham, tho® it cannot be ſhewen wherein 
: they 


nll, their numbers'Tn- , 
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—remntþ 7) : by if or - 
they ate (6 carropted; which? i Reaſon? 
oughr to ly upon them to prove, who al? 
ledge it ; otherwayes it isnoc only a Preearious? 
but a guiltie ples : However, you {ay, i: make* 
your Diſputes cndleſs, and they go away with 


| Noiſe and Clamour, and a Boaſt, that there 


1s nothirg, at leaſt nothing certain to be ſaid 
on the Chriſtian fide: Therefore you are de< 
firous to find ſome one Topick of Reaſen, which 
ſhould demonſtrat the Truth of the Chriftian 
Religion, and, at the ſame time, diftinguith 
it from the Impoſtures of Mabomet.and the old' 
Pagan World , That our Deifts may be broughc 
co this Teft, and be cicther oblig*d to renounce 
their Reaſon, and the common Reaſon of Mane 
king, or to ſubmit to the clear-proof , from 
Reaſon, of "the Chriſtian Religion, which muſt 
be {ſucha Proof, as no Impoſture can orerend 
to, otherwiſe ic cannot prove the Chriſtiar 
Religion not to be an Impoſture. And, whes 
ther ſuch a Proof, one ſingle Proof (to avoid 


| boar nous 1s not to be found out, you deſire 


to know trem mc. 

And you ſay, that you cannot imagine but. 
there: muſt be ſuch a Proof, becauſe every Truth 

15 in it (et clear, and-one, and therefore that 

one Reaſan for it, iti be the true Reafon, 


' muſt be ſufficient : And, it (ufficient, it is bet: 


ter than many, for Maultiplicicy confounds, 
clpectally to weak Judgements. 


ne Rs: | ge = 


GC 


Ae 


- Sir, You have ve ile ip Tubes 
me, | wifh | could perform it: For..tho* 
Every Trath 1s one, yet our (iglit is. fo feeble, 


that we cannat (alwiſe). come to it ditcaly, | 


4 #þ 


| bur by many Intcrences, and laying. of things 


rogerher, 
But 1 thiok that in the Caſe before us, there 


is ſuch a Proof as you require; and 1 will let 


itdown, as ſhort and plain as Ican,. - 


x 


[1. Firſt then I fappole, That the + of of 


He delivercd. 


Tne ſame is tobe ſaid as to Moſes, . if he 


brought the Children of Iſrael through the 


Red-Sea, in that miraculous manner hich is 


related in Ex:dus, and did ſuch other. wonders 
ful things as are chere cold of him.2 kc muſt 
_ mores tollow, that he was ſent from GOD; 
Theſe being the firongeſt Proofs we .ean de: 
lite, and which .eycry - Deift will cenfeſs be 
would acquicice in, if he ſaw them with bis 
Eyes; Tacrcforc the whole of this Cauſe will 
= upon the Proof of thele majpers of fatt. 


_— And the method I will take, is, Firf, To 
lay down ſuch Rules,as tothe Teuth ot matters 


of Fxit, that where they all mea, (ach wr 


7 indo in 1 "Su Fi lo adFeNS 
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' the Dottrine of CHRIST will be {uffi-iently 
eviace”, if rhe matters of fa which ate recard- 


od of Him i in the Goſpel be, True ? for His Mi. 
ractes, if true, do youch the Truth ol what ; 


(09) 
ters of faF cannot be. falſe And then . ſeeand- 
ly; To ſhew that all theſe Rules do meet jo the 
matters of fa of Moſes, and of Chrift., and 
that they do not meet ir, the matters of fat?'ot 
Mabomet, of the Heathen Deities, or can pJl. 
fibly meet in any lmpoltture whatſocyer. 

2. The Rules are aheje, 1. [That the mer- 
ters of fad be iuch, 'as that Mens outward Sen- 
ſes, their Eyes and -Eari may be Judges of it. 
2. That ic be done nublickly 3 ;n.the Freeof the 
World. . ] hat not only publick monuments be 
. kept in memory of. it, but {ome oietrward ABions 
to be performed, 4. That iuch monuments 


_ 
" » Adama + Mo ne 


*; and do commence frum the: time har the, 
' matter of fat was done, ] 


' 3- Ihe rwo firſt Rules make it impoſſible 
| for any ſuch matter of fa#. to be jmpoſed us 


pon Men -at the time when ſuch matter of 
fa# was (aid to. be done ;- becauſe every 
Man*s Eycs:and Scnſes. would contradict . it. 
For Example, Suppoſe any : man ſhould pre- 
| tend that Yeſterday he divided the Thamer, 

1n preſence of all tne People in London, and 
| carried the whole Ciry, Men, Wamen, and 
', Children, over to Southwark 6n dry Land, the 


Waters ſtanding like Walls an bon fides : 1 


|| fay, it is wad impothbie that he could 
. | per{wade the People of Londen that this was 
' ttue, when every Man, Woman, and Child, 
could contradict Rim, and ſay, that this Was 


and ſuch A4#ions or Obſervances - be- inſtituted, 


” 
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l aotorivus falfhood, tor that they-had not 


ſeen the Thames ſo divided,” or bad gone over 
en dry- Land. Therefore I take it for grant- 
ed, (and, I ſuppoſe, with all the allowance of 
all the Deifts in the World} thatno ſuch Ims 
poſition could be. put upon men, at the time 


when ſuch publick matters of fa# was. ſaid to 


4. Therefore it only remains, that ſuch 


matters of fa& might be invented fome time 
afrer , when the: men of that Generation, 
wherein the thing was laid to be done, are all 


palt and gone; and the Crtedulicy of Afﬀter-. 


Ages might be impoſed upon to believr whar 
things were done in former ages, which wers 
nos * 


as much as the two firſt Rules in the former 
Caſe, for when ever {ſuch .a . matter. of fat? 


came tobe invented, if not only Monuments. 


. | were ſaid to remain of it, but likewayes that 
. publick 4tHions & Oblervances were conſtant- 


ly of'd, ever ſince the matter of fa# was ſaid 


ro be done, the Deceit muſt be dereed, hy 
no ſuch Monuments appearing, and by the 
Experience of every Man, Woman,and Child, 
who muſt know that no ſuch 4Qtions or Ob- 
ſervances were ever.us*d by them. For Exam- 
ple, Syppoſe I] ſhould now -invent a Story of 
ſuch a thing, done a thouſand years ago, I 
razght, perhaps, get fome to belieye it : Bu 


Fad for this, - the two laſt Rules ſecure as 


if. 
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m T ) 
it I ſay, that not only ſuch a thing was doe, 
but that from that day to this, every man, 
at the ape of twelve Years, had a Joine ot 
his lictle Finger cur eff; And, that cVcrv man 
ia the Naiton did want a Joint of ſuch a Fing- 
er, and this Obſervation was laid to be 
part of the matter of faft done ſa many years 


agoe, and vouch'd as a proof and confirmation. 


of it, and as having deſcende.J, without _ 
eerruption, and been conſtantly: practis'd, i 
memory of ſuch matters of fad, all along, 


from the time that ſuch matters of fait wag - 


done: I fay, itis impoſſible I ſhould be be- 
Hiev'd in (uch a Cale, becaule cycry one could 
contradift-me, as to the Mark of cutting of 


a Joint cff the Finger ; ; and that berng part of 


my Original matter of faf?, muſt demonſtrate 
the whole to be talle. 


IM. Le: us now come to the ſecond Point, 


'to ſhew, that the matters of fait of Moſes, 


and of Chrif, have all theſe Rules or Matks 


- before-mentioned , and that neicher the mar- 


ters of fat of Mehomet, . or what is reported of 
the Heathen Deities bave the like ; and that 
no Impoſture can have them all. 

I. As to Moſes: - His reſcutig the People 
of Tſrael out of Agypr, in fuch a wonderful 
manner; dividing the Ked Sea,. 8c. 1s nat 


only told, bur wave that the Paſirver was' 


then, at thar, yery time, inſtituted; and that 
ER: . © the 
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the Obſervation of it has continu'd from that | 
time down all along. in all the Families of the | 


| Jews, in remembrance of that mir atulous De- 
liverance, To the ſame purpoſe was the Sab- 
Sath then commanded, Deut: 5. 15. and ſeu 
ycral other publick and ſolemn Inflitutions, 

Now, as it was impoſſible for Meſes to have 
perſwaded ſix hundred thouſand Men, that 
he had brought them eur A2ypr, through 


the Red-Ses, Oc. if it had not been true; So, , 


if (uch a Story was invented in After Apes, 
and the Obſeryation of the Poſſvver, from that 
time, ſaid to be a patt of the matter of fact, 1t 
muſt neceſlatily ſh:w the whole to be falſe, 
becauſe when thac Story was fiiſt invented, 
 Evrry Boly muſt know, thatthey had never 


oblery®d. any Paſſover in memory of ſuch a 


thing, ot ever heard of ic before; and it be- 
_ 1ng told, that as certainly as ſuch a thing was 
done, ſo certainly was {uch a Paſſover kepr, 
and that not only by one or two in a corner, 
but pablickly, and by the Law of the Nation, 
and-in every Family: I (ay, its tull as im: 
poltible ro make mea, believe this, if itbe a 
Lye, as to bave perſwaded all thoſe men out 
of their Senſes, at the time when the thing 
was {aid to bs done. For, Ict me ask, 15 it 
not as impoſhble tro make a whole Nation of 
men believe, that they had been all Circzxme 
'£15'd or Baptin*d, and did - Circumciſe or Baptiſe 
their Children, that they kept, and __” 
a 


| had doneevery Seventh Day; a fclemn Yearly 
Paſſover, &e. It they bad never done any, cf. 


thele things; and 'that they had nor only 
kept thele Obſervatians, but like wayts that they 
k-pt them in memory of what they had ne- 
yer heard of beforc that Day: | lay, it is nox 
as impoſſible to perſwade men to this: And 
1s it not as much zgainſt their Senſes, as well 
astheir Reaſon, as to make them believe char 
they had paſs'd thrcugh a Sea, or any other 
matter of fa# that can be nam*d? And the: 
Truth of the fiſt matter of faf aid to be 
done 'o many hundred years agoc, being ure 
ged, when firſt invented, to be no further. 
belicy'd, than as theſe Obſervances have been 
known and praQtis'd 3 and theſe publick Ob. 
{cr vances, beirg brought as a-proof and confir+ 
mation of the firtt matter of fact, - It is as much 
againſt the 'Scnfies of that Age, wherein {ſuch 
Story was firſt inyented, to beizeye 1t, as-it 
was againſt che Senſes ofthoſe who liv'd when 
{uch a Stoty was ſaid to be done, to have bes. 


*liey<d it at thatrime. And therefore, where 
any matter of fact 1s attended with all the 


Rules and Marks before mentioned, it is as 
impoſſible to invent it in- any Afﬀrer Apes 
without a Diſcovery, as to have impolcu it 
uporr the Senies of Mankind, at the time 


when 1t was (aid ro be done. 


2. Now ſecondly, AS to tir Blefſed Saviour 
bis Works and Miracles, which acc recorded 


_ of him in the Goſpels, ate laid to be done pub-. 


lickly, © 


ha ” ©" 


EY 


uy 


to His Acculers. 1 ſpeke openlie to the Wirld, and 
tn ſecret bave 1 ſaid nothing, Jobn 14. 10, Ir 
is told, As 11. 41. That three thouſand ar 
one time, 
thouſand at anorher time were converted, 
upon Conviltion of what themſelves had ſeen, 
what had been done publickly before their 
q Eyes, wherein it was impoſſible to haye im>» 
 * pos'd upon them. Therefore here were the 
fr _ ewo firſt of the Rules before mentioned. 

T hen for the two ſecond : Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper, were inſtituted as perpetual Mes 
morials of thele things, and they were nor in- 
fiicuted in after ages, but at the very time 
when theſe things were {aid to be done, and 
have been oblerved without Interruption, in 
all ages through the whole Chriſtian Warld, 

down all the way from: that time to this. 
And therefore, by what.is {aid above, it was 


in this matter, by inventing of it in After- 

7 Ages, as at the time when thoſe things were 
|" {aid ro be done, 

F 2. The matters of fall of Mahomet, or what 
is fabled of the Heathes Deities, do all want. 
ſome of the afore(aid four Rules, whereby the 
certainty of matters of fact are demonſtrated, 
Firft, for Mabomet, he pretended 10 no mira- 
cles, as he tells us in his Alcoran, c- G.&c. and 
thoſe which are commonly told of him, pals 
among the Mabumectans themletyes but as Le» 

: gendaty 


lickly, In ae face of rhe Worlds be ar 2nd 


and AG 4. 4. that about five 


as impoſſible to have Impos'd upen Mankind 


| Rome. 


AHN TORI he 4 | 
gendary fables, and, as ſuch, are rejeted by 
the Wife and learned amongſt them, as the 

| Legends of their Saints are in the Church of 

Sec Dr, Prideaux his Life of Mahomet, 

Page 34. | : 

But in the next place; thoſe which are 
told of him, do all want the two firſt Rules 
before mentioned. For bis pretended con- 
yerſe with the Moon, bis Meſra, or night jpur- 
. ney from Mecea to Jernſalem, and thence to 
| Heaven, &e. were not perform*d before any 
| body, We have only his own word for 
| them, and they are as groundlels as the 
Deluftons of Fox of Muggletton amongſt our 
ſelves The lame is to be ſaid (in the fecond 
place) of the fables of the Heathen Gods, of + 
Aerczrie*s ſtcalling ſheep, Jupiter's turning him« 
{elf ioto a 8x1}, and the like z beſides the tol- 
ly and unworthineſs of ſuch ({enſeleſs pretended 
, miracles. And morecoycr, the Wilc among 

the Heathen dic reckon no otherwiſe of thelc 

bur as fables, which had a Mytbelogie or mil- 

tical meaning in them, of wbich ſeveral of - 

them had given usthe Rational. or Explication: 

And it is plain cnovgh. that Ovid mcant no 

other by all his Metaworphoſes, © 

lc 15 true, that Feafts, Games, and {uch like 
Publick Inſtitutions, were appointed in memory 
of Bacehus, Ceres, ard other of the . Heathen" 
Deities; Put thele. want the fourth mark, viz; 
[T hat ſuch publick laſticutioos ſhould Commence 
from the time that ſuch ations which they 

Coms« 


«< 16 - Apis L 
Commemorate were ſaid co be done: Other). 
wiſe they cannot ſecure After Ages trom the. 
TImp»oſture, by deteCting it, at the cricme when; 
firſt invented, as hath been: argwd before, 
. Bur the Bacebnaliz, and other Heathen Feafty, |, 
mere inltitured- many Ages after what was | 
reported of thele Gods, was ſaid to be done, | 


and therefore can be no proof of them, - 
-. IV. Now, to apply what has been ſaid, you . 
it _ - may challenge all the Deifts in the World tO 4 
= ſhew- any Attion that is fabulous, which -has | 
j 


-w 


.all the four Rules or marks before mentioned. 
No, irs impoſſible , And (to reſume a little 
what 15 ſpoke to before) the Hiſtory of Exodus 
er the Goſpel could neyer haye been receives, 
if they had not been True, | becaufe the In- 
ſticution of the Paſſover, of "Baptiſn and the 
-. LORD&s Supper arc there related;as memorials | 
then commeneed, and ſo to deſcentd through 
the {ucceedivg Ages : : And (as ſaid _ Js 
it is full as impeſſible to perſwade men, that | 
they had kept Poſſovers, and received Sacta: 
: ments, if they bad not done it, as that they. 
walked upon their Heads, went through Sear, 
or what yeu pleaſe, .. + 
F* - And the' T rath of the matter of fact of £xo-| 
FI dus and the Goſpel; being no otherwite preſs'd 
E - upon Men, than as they bad praftisd ſuch 
S publick [oſtiturions, it is appealing rothe Sen- 
. ſesof Mankind for the Truth of they; And 
makes it impoſſible fer any ce have invented: 


ney. Srories 1 ta Acer Ages, without: a 5} 
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f ble DeteRign of the Cheat when firſt tnyent? 
cd, as impoſſible to have iapor'd ajoe the 
Senſes of mankind, at che time, when (uch 
publick matters of fa were ſaid to be done. 
| * *Y. Ido not ſay; that every thing whick 
wants theſe four:Morks: is falfe :: But ok noy 
thing can be falſe which has them Alk-:: « - 
I have no manner of doubt that there was 
ſuch. a Man as Jzlius Ceſer, that he:fought at 
Pharſalia, was killed in the Senate- Houſe, and 
many other matters of fa# of Ancicnt-times, 
the* we keep no publick Obſervances in memory 
of them. _ * PEE RET 
ut chis ſhews, chat the matters of fat of - 
Mofes and of Ghbriff have come down to Us; 
better guarded than aty other matters of fat, 
how true ſoever. fn” | 
And yec.our Deifs who would laugh, any, | \ 


i 


Pg 
e 


Man out of the World, asan irrational Bruteg 
that ſhould offer 'ro deny Ceſer or! Alexan. 
der, Homer or Virgil, their Publick Works and 
Actions, doat the lame time value them( 
ſclycs, as the only Men of Wit and. Senſe, of 
free, generou#, and wnbyaft Judgememts for Ris , 
dong the Hiſtories of :'Mofes and Ebrifti,  '} 
that are infinitly beter arreſted, and- guards | 
cd with infallible Marks, which the others 
. Want. PR TOE 7 ing 
V1. Beſides thar, the. importance of the ſub 
jc would oblige all Men, to enquire-more. 
narſowly-iato the one thay the other: For - | 
what Conlcquence is it t& me, erkto' the © 
TT bD | World 5 
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* ,, .But. on, every Souls and Bodics, 


. Was;of the laſt i mportanceto them. 
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ve apy Me ether Homer Or Virgil wrote fiich 
"Books 2 and whether what is. related in the 
Jheds or Zneids be true or falſe? lt is go! 
Twa'Pcnce up.or down to any Man' in the 
World, . And therefore it is worth no Man; 


. while to inquire into it, Either to oppoſe or 


both this | 


ruth of theſc Relations. 


-Jſtific the 


E man Eternity are concerned in | the Truth 
: of wh at is Haela lated i 12 the Holy Scriptures : : And 
therefore Mech would be'more inquiſitive in- 
: to-the Truth. of cheſc, than of any other met- 


ders of fat ; Exatnine and fitt them narrows 


-F .and find out the.deceit; if any ſuch could 
| be forind; for it concertied therh hearly, and 


How ugreaſonable then is it to reje theſe 


pay of fad, lo ſifted, lo Examined, and ſo 


atteſted; as no other ' matters of fat in the 
 Wotld ever wete , and yer' to think ir the 


| Warn, Thejber hire Was ſuch a Man : The 
Ceſar, [whether he beat or whs beaten at. 


moſt highly unreaſonable, even.to madneſs 


to deny other. matters of fa#;, which have nor 
the thouſandth part of their Evidence, and 


* are of no Cenlcquenee at all to us, whether 
' true or falſe! 

 -- VI. Thereare (everal other T'o picks. from 

whence the Truth of the Chriſtias Religion | 

I$cvinced toall who will Judge by Re:foo, 

" #nd give themſeTves leave to conſider. As the 


ti#probability that cen or twelye poor illicerat 
Fifhee | 


Fiſhermen ſhould form. a deſign of Convert | 
"3ng the whole World to believe their Deluſis 
ons: and the imp*tſlibility of cheir eff«Qing it = 
without force of Arms, Tearning, Oratory, ot 
| any one viſible thing that could recommend 
| them 2 And to impole a Dodrine quite oppotire 
to the Luffs and Pleaſures of men, and all world: 

ly Advantages, or Enjoyments > And this In an age - 
of ſo great Learning and Sagaciry, , as that 
wherein the Gojpel was firſt preached > That 
tho'e Apoſtles ſhould not only undergo all the 
Scorn and Contempt, but the (evereſt pe " 
| tions and moſt cruel death that could be ins 
| fliftcd, in atteſtation. to what themſelves knew 
| ro be a. meer deceit, and forgery of their own 
. contriving, ſome bave ſuffered forErrors,which 
they thought to be Treth.} But neyci any for - 
what them(ſclyes knew to be Lyez.,;, And. the 
—_  » Apoſtles muſt krow what they taught to. be 
 _-» Lies, if ir was fo, becauſc they ſpoke of thoſe 
| things, which they faid, they ,  _* 
had both ſeen ang heard, had AZ. 4 20, 
looked upon, and bandled with 1 Job. 1. I. 
= their Hands, —_— ic Keio. + 
.. Neither can it be ſaid, that they, perhaps; 
might have propos'd ſome temporal Advane 
© rages $0 the ſelves, bu: miſl'd of them, and 
. met with Sofferingy in ſtead of them :. For if it 
| h.,d been ſo, it is more than probable, that: 
Y when they {aw thei. Diſappaimtment, they. 
- would have diſcover'd their conſpiracy, elpe+ 
ve 
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cially wheti they might Bo only have | 
+ Sus 


- the 
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| F been brought to do this ? | 
| Bur this is not all; For they cell us, that 
| their Maſter bid them expe nothing but Suf- 
ferings in this World. This is the Tenure of 
all thar Goſpel which they taught: And they 
| | - told the ſame toall whom they converted. 
: Sothat here was no ditappointment, | 

For all that were converted by them, were 
, Converted upon the certainExpeQation of Swf- 
feringe, and bidden prepare for it, Chriſt com 
manded His Diſciples, to take up their Crofs, 
and follow Him: And teld them, that in the 
World they ſhould have Tridulation : T bat 
whoever did not foreſ{ake Father, Mother, Wife, 
Children, Lands, and their very Lives, could 
not be His Diſciples: That he who ſought to 


the Next: | 
Now, T hat this defpis*d Doffrineof rhe Croſs, 
ſhould prevail fo univerſally againſt the 41+ 
Iarements of Flies and Bl:6d, and all the Blan- 
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and perſeention of all the Kings and Powers of 
_ thee Earth, muſt ſtew its Original to be Di- 
vinc, and its Proteor; Almighty, What is it 
elſe, conld Conquer without Arms, Perſwade 


polition 2 


their Lives, but gor great Rewafds for doing 
of it. [FÞat not One of therp ſhould eyer bave 


« 
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ſave bis Life in this World, ſhouls tofe it in | 
diſhments of. this World: Againſt all the Rage 


without Rbetoricks overcome Enemies, diſarm 
Tyrants, and fubdue Empires, without Op. 
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. that they were capable of Examining ipto th 
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nics of the me} bitter Enemies, and Perſecutorg 
of Chriftiazity, Jews and Gentiles, co the Truth 
of the matter of fat of Ebrift, ſuch as Foſe. 


pbus and Tacitus; of which the firſt flouriſhed ' 
about fourty years after the Death of Chriſt, 


and the other about {eventy 'years after: $ 


Truth, . and warited not prejudice. and malice 
ſufficient 'to haye inclin'd them to deny the 


maiter of fait it ſelf of Chrift: But cheir cone: - 


feſhng to it: avlikewile, Lucien, Celſus, Pore 
pbyrie, and Julian the Apofiate, the Mabumetans 
fince, and all other Enemics of Chriſtianity 
that haye ariſen in the World, is an undeny- 
= Attcſiation to the Truth of the matters of 
£73 þ | FE ; | | 
Xl. Theſc and other Topicks, which haye 
becn inſiſted upon by thoſe who have manag- 
ed this Atgumeat, cannot nor ought to be 
denycd by any Man who pretends $0 comimon 
Senſe. And it is very lamentable to feea 
wide month, a {cornful Nod, or Lyar, and a 
Noifie Effrontery, impatient of Argument @ 
Cantradiction, Catry it away with {ome F. 


thinking People, againſt all the Reaſon and 


Authority in the World, only becaule they 
tay, that notwichſtgnding of all your probabili. 
tier, however artful laid tegerher, yet it is poſ- 


ſible to be othzrwiſe: And they demand, 'for | 
matters - of fat long (ince paſt, a Demonſtra- 
preſent 
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100 from the Outward Senſes of the 
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| Ap e- - That i is, that I ſhould ſee or hear wha a 
was before |'was born. Which is a metho!: 
OR ny would Hoot at, it ptopas'd in -any other 
+: 
* X. But tho. wee cannot {ce what was done 
befgre our Time, yet by the marks which. 1 
have laid down concerning the Certaintie of 
| W4 matters.of Fa} done before our Time, we may 
i. ©. te as much Aﬀlar'd of the Truth of'em, as if we 
i - fax them with our Eyes ? becaule whateycr 
matter of Fatt has all he four marks before 
mention*d, could never have been Invented and 
Receiv*d but upon the Conviction of the out- 
. ward Senſes of All thoſe who did Recejve it, as 
| before is Demonſtrated. ' And therefore this 
Topick which | have Choſen; docs ſtand upon 


 ' fince you have corfia*'d me to one Topick, [ 
have not iafifted upon the others which [ have 
only Nam'd: 
Xl, And now it lies ypon the Deiſts, if chey 
wou'd appar as men of Reaſon, to ſhew ſome 
matter of Bae of former Ages, which they Al- 


Its Truth, than the matters of Fatt of Mcſes 
and of Cbrift: Otherwiſe they cannot, with 


| Adtair of the other. 

\ - But L have given them preater Latitude 
than this, For I have ſhewn {uch marks of the 
Truth of the matters of Fa of Moſes atzd of 
Cri, as 0 "_=_ Martere of Fatt of =—_ 
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the Convidion even of mens outward Senſes. And 


$» to be 7rae, that has gicater Fvidences of 


any ſkew of Reaſon, Rejeet thc one, and yer 
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E Times homeyer True,” Ave but theſe only, 
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And pur it upon, them «to ſhew ary Forgery ® 
that has Al! thelc marks, L: 
| This is a ſhort, Iſs, Keep, them, cloſs” to | 
This determines the. Canſi All at Once. © 

Let them Produce their Apollonins Tyaneus, 
whole Life war put into Engliſs by the Exccra- 
ble Eharles Blount, and compar'd, with all the. 


Vit and malice he was Maſter. of, to the Life 


ard. Miracles of our Bleſſed honbear, J 

Let them take Aid from all the Legendr in 
the Church of Rome, thoſe Piour Cheats the 
ſore Diſgraces, of. 'Chriftianity | and. which 
have bid the faireſt, of ariy ence Contrivance, 
to overturn the Certginty of the Miracles ok 


_ Ebrift and his Apoſtles, and whole Trath © 


the Goſpel, by putting them All upon. the _. 
{lame Foot; Ar leaſt, they arc ſo Uladerſtood, 
by the Genetality of theix Devotees , tho* Diſs 
own'd and Laugb'g «t bythe Learned, and men 
of Senſe among men. 

Lee them Pick and Chooſe the moſt Proba? 
ble of all the Fables of the Heathen: Deities ; 
and {ec if they can find in any or All of thelg 
the tour marks before mention*d. 

Otherwile let them ſubmit:to the krefra- 


| gable Certainty of the Chriſtian Relig Jon, 


X1l;- But if, notwithſtanding of all that is, 
ſaid, the Deifts will (till —_ That all 
this is but Prieſt: Craft, the lovencion of. 


| Prieſts, tor their own Profi:, &e Thea 


they will giye us an Tdea of Prieſts fag Diffc: 
B.3  xeng, 
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gong © 


om- what they, aritend > For then, we - | 


r 
atauſt look upon theſe Prieftz , not only as the®. 
' Cnnningeft and Fiſeft, of Mankind ; but we ſhall. 
\ betempted to adore thengas Deities, who have 
fuch Power as to impolt}, at their Pleaſure, 
upon the Senſes of Mankind; to make them. 
believe, Thar they had pratis'd ſuch Pwblick 
Inſt itutionf, Enated: them by Lews,. taught | 
them. to:rthcir Children, 8&c. when they had. | 
neycr done any-of theſc things, or eyer (o -/ 
much as. heard: of them before : And. then, | 
upon the Credit of their believing that they | 
had- done ſuch things .as. they never did, to 
make them further believe, upon - che. ſame 

Foundation, whatever they pleas'd to impelec 

upon them as to former Ages; '1 ſay, {uch a 
Power as this muſt exceed all that is Humane, 
and conſequently make Us Rank thele Priefts 
farc above the Condition of Mortals. |! 

' 2. Nay, this were to make them our-do all 

that has cyer been Related ef the Infernal Pow- 

ers: For, tho* their Legerdemaine has;cxtended 
$0 deceiye lome unwary Behalders, and their 
| og ef working. ſome ſeeming miracles 
as been Great, yet it never Reachfd,, nor 
eyer was ſuppos'd to Reach (o far as»to De: 

. ceive the Senſes of all Mankind, in; matters 
of (uch prblickand notorious Nature as thoſe 
of which we vow (peak, to make them Be- 

lieve, that they had EnaRted. Laws for (uch 

publick Obſervances, continually ptaftis*d them, 
xught chem [co their Children, and had been 
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mighty 'has done fince the Foundation of the 
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;nfirufted in _ legs , from theie "1 JE4 | 
Childhold, if they had never Enatied, praddir'd,  .! 
. taught, or been =2 ſuch things. 


. And as this exceeds all the FS of Fl, 
and Devils, $0 1s it more than ever GOD All 


World: None. of the Miracles that He bas 
ſhewen, or Belief which he has required to any 
thing that he has revcal'd, has cYcT contray 
died the Outward Senſes of any, one Man in 
the TO, much lets of all Mankind ro- 
gether, For Miracles being Appeals coour Out: 
Td Senſes, it they ſhould overthrow the Cer- 
tainty of our Outward Senſes, muſt deſttoy with 
It all- cheir own Certainty as to Us ; Since we 
have no other way to judge of a Miricle exs 
hibited to our Senſes, -than upon the Suppo- 


- ſition of the Certainty of our Senſes, vpon. 


which: we give Credit to a Miracle, that 1s 
ſhewen to our Senſes. 

4. This, by the way, isa yet Unanlwer4d. 
Argument. againſt the Miracle of Trans-ſub. 
ftantiation, and ſhews the weakneſs of the Dee | 
tence which the: Church of Rome coffers for it, 
(from whom the Socinians hive lick'd it vp, 
and of late, .have Gloty*d much in i: amongſt 
us) 1 hat the Dor ines of the Trinity or Incar. 
nation contain ay great ſceming Abſurdirties as 
that; of Trens ſubſtantiation : For | would ask, 
which of our Senſcs-is it which the Dodrines 
ot the Trinity or Incarnation do contradict? is it. 
our Ir Foerngy mapa, F w_ "Or, or. fmell ? 


ahh Whercae 
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| Whereas Tranryſubtantiation does contradict 
all ofthsſce, Therefore the Compariſon is Ex. 


ccedingly ſhort, and out of Purpoſe. Bur to, 
Return, 


[ 


thing elſe vac che Invention of Priefts ; and CAT - 
wy on by their Craft, ic makes their Power 
and” Wiſdom Greatece'than that of Men, An- 


gels or Devil; and more chan GOD Himlcif | 


 Ever-yct ſhzw'd or expreſs'd ; ro Deceive and. 
| Imvoſe upon the Senſes of Mankind, ta {uch pub, 
lick and notorious matters of fa. | 


"XU. And this Miracle, which the Deift 


| 


muſt run intoto avoid theſe Recorded of Mag | 


If the Chriftis Religion be a Cheat, and | no: | 
( 


. | 


| 


ſes 2nd, Chrift, is much Greater and more a- | 


ſtoniſhing then 411 the Seriptures tell of Them * 

' && be thoſe Men. who laugh at all Mis 

racler, are now oblig'd to Account for the 

Greateſt of all, How the Senſes of Mankind 
coa*d. be Impos*d upon in luch publick matters 

of fact. | 

 * And How then, they make the Priefts the 

* moſt Contemptible of all Mankind, ſince they 
| make Them the ſole Amthors of this the Greateſt 
of Miracles ! 

XIV. And fince the Deiſts ( theſe Men of 
Senſe and Reaſon ) have {o Vile and mean an 1- 
dea of the Prieſts of all Religions, why do they 
not Recover the Warld our of the Poſſeſionand 
Government of ſuch Blockbeads ! Why do they 
_ fuff-r Kingr and States to bs led, by Them! 1a: 
bt eſtabliſh cheir Deckits by Laws , and, inft-& 


'"* 


I ee eh ces _— It 
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* . jenalties upon the Oppoſers of them ! Let the 
7 beiftsTry cheirflands! F hey have been Try-. 
, ing z and arc now very Puſfic about it# And 
+ tree Liberty they have, Yet have they nct 
' . prevailed, Nor eyer yet cid preyail in any 
' © Eiviliz'd or Generous Nation, And tho* they 
; have made ſome latroads among the Horimots, 
and ſome other the miſt Brutel part of Man- 
| kind, yet are they ſtill Exploded, and Priets 
- | bave and Coprevail againſt them, among not 
| | only the Greateff, But Beſt part of the Worid, 
|and the moſt Giarious for Arts, Learning, and: 
Warr. *. | WL + E 
| *X V+ For as the Devil doth Ape God, in Hig 
| Inſtitutions of Religion, His Feaſts, Sacrifices, 8c. 
' So likewiſc-in His Preifls, Without whom, 
' no Religion whether Trae or Falle, can ſtand, 
| Falſe Religtar»1s but a Corruption of the Tra's 
" The True was hefore it ; tho'-it tolicowed clote 
upon the Hcels, The Kevelation made to. Mo- 
ſes is Elder than any Hiſtory Extamt in the 
Heathen World. 'T he Heathens, in Imitati- 
on of Him, pretended Iikewile ro their Reve«.. 
lations ; But I have given thole Marks which 
Diſtinguiſh them from the Trwez None of 
them bave thoſe four Matks betore mentions 
| ed. Now the Deifts think all Revelasfons to 
be Equally pretended, and a Cheat.; And the 
Prieſts of ail Religions to be the ſame Contrivers 
and Juplers;aod thercetore they proclaim Warr 
| <qually againſt AV; And arecqually engagtd 
| to bear the brunt of 47, Ard if the-Conceft 
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Be” only betwixt the Deifts, and the Priefty; 
| which of them are the Men of the greatef 
F arrrggnd Senſe, let the Effefts determine it g 
and let the Deifts yield the Vifory to their Capt] 
querors, who, by their own Tonfeſhon, carry 
_ ail che World before them, | 
—- XVI. If the Deifts (ay, that this is becaulel. 
.@all the Wold are Blockbesds, as well as theſe]; 
Priefts who govern them ; -that all are Blacky|, 
beads except the Deiſts, who Vote themſelves 
only to be men of ſenſe: This (beſides the 
modeſty of it) will ſpoil their Great-and Bray 
loved Topick, in behalf ef what they call Nay 
tural Religion againſt the Revesl'd, Viz: A 
, pealing to the common Reaſon of mankind.z 
| This they ſer up againſt Revelation ; Think 
this to be lufliciene for all the Uics of men, 
here, or hercafter, (if there_be any Alttry 
State ) and therefore that there is no uſe of 
Revelation; this Common Reaſon they advanee 
as Infellible at leaſt, as the Syreſt Guide : Yer 
Row cry our upon it, when 1c turns againſt 


4 


4 them; Vi hen this Common Reaſon runs after 
SE. Revelation (as it alwaycs has done) then Com- 
=_ mon Keaſon 1s 2 Beaſt; and we muſt look for 
Reaſos. no: from the Common Sentiments of 
mankwnd, but only from among the Beaux. the 
Deiſts ! : DEFO 

X VII. Therefore, if the Dejfts would aveid 
the mortification (which will be very uncaſie 
to th-m_) to yie!d and Jubmit, te be ſubdu*'d 
ahd bew'd dowu betorc the PFriefts, whom of 
Woke San + hs. k 


» 


oo it os 5: £ APE INES” 

!1 Mankind, they Hate and Deſpiſe; it they . 
| © . 4: 
%jould avoid this, Let them confeſs, as th 
U\roth is, That Religion is no Invention © 
 Yriefts, but of Divine Original: T hat Priefts 
Mycrc inſtituted by the ſame Amuthorof Religion; 
Yind that their Order. is a perpetuel and living 
 ponurment of the matters of fa of their Religt- 
let; inflituted from the time tbat ſuch matters 
le 754 were laid to be done, as the Lviter 
Vom Moſes z the Apofiles, and (ucceeding Cler« 
& trom Chrift, to this Day. That ne Hees 
hen Priefts can (ay the ſame: They were ner” 
-ppointed by the Gods whom they ſerv'd, but 
"by others in after Ages. in Honour of thoſe 
PTods, They cannot Rand the Teſt of the four 
"Rules before mentioned, . which the Chriftias 
Priefts can do and they.only- And it being 
Id in the matter of fa@ of Chrift, that ſuck * 
Vrder of Pricfts wete by Him inſtituted, and te 
f tontinue to the end of the World. if the 
CT ratters of fe of CHRIST were Falſe, then 


a hen eyer they came to be inyenred, 1n after 


ges,: there cou'd be no ſuch Order of Chrifti- 
T in Prieſts; And the matters of fat of Chrif 
* kcing preſs*d ro be T'ruc, no otherwiſe than 
T hs there was (at that time when they were 
f favented) not only Publick Sacrar1ents (as bes. 
© fore has been urged) bur a. vitivle Order © 
riefp ro Adminiſter them, Conſequently - 
cre being then, noſuch Ocder of Men vilſible, 
the Werld, muſt demonftrac che whole; 
1 beFelſe; and ſo make it impotfible 0 be. 
Re 


./ 


Receiv'd, under the Circumſtances del ore 
men*1jon'd. ; 

XV1ll. Now the C hriftian Prieftbood, As "8 
fti:ured oy Chrift Himſelf, and Continued Þb 
ſucceſſion to £15 Day, being as Impregnable an 
Flegr ant a Teſtimony to the Truth ot the Me 
Is, of Fad# of Chriſt, as the Sacraments, Gr 2 
ny other Publick /nftitutions, beſides that, i 
the Prieſthood were taken away, the Y xer amen 
and oe Publick Iaftitutions, which arc ad 
miniſtred by their hands muſt fall with them 
@ Therefore the Devil has been moſt buſlicy an 
bent his greateſt Force in all Ages againſi the 
Prieſthood, knowing that if That go down, A 
po's wirh it. 

XIX With the Deifts, in this Cauſe, ard 
joyn' 'd the Quakers and ather of their Diſſenters 
. who thicw off the Succeffion of our Prieftboo 

(by which only it can be demonſtrated ) t 
- gether with che Sacraments and Publick Feſt 
vels, And if the Devil couid have "phate: 
bave theſe Dropr, the < briſtian Religion ad; 
 lofle the . moſt Undenyable and Demonſtrathy 
Proof for the Fruth of rhe. Matters of fat of 
- bar Saviour, upon which the Trath of His Dis 
trine daes dep end, Therefore we may ſei 
the Artifice ind Malice of the Devil, 1n all rheſ; 
Attempts t And let thoſe wretched Inſtr, 
ments, whom he ignorantly 'and ſome, by 
mil paided Zeal ) has deluded thus to Ude 
tine Chritianity. n2w 21 laſt look back, an 


fee the Snaie in which they hayc bcen Lk | 
0 


rd for if they had Nevaits:, or cyer ſhould; 
| Chriſtianity Dies with them. * Ar leaſt, 1: will 
In] be rand Precerious, as a thing of which no_ 
by certain Proof can be given. Therefore, let” 
ng thole of them, who have any Zeal for the 
la; Truth, bleſs GODthat they have not prevaiFd; 
Y and quickly leave them, and let all others 
be aware of them. 

a And let us Conſider and Honour the Prieft. 
ad ' hood, Sacraments, and other pub! 

lick Inftitutions of Gbrift; not on- See Dr, Cocks 
ly as Means of Grace and Helps burns Sermons, 
t@ Devotion, but as the Great Ser: p. 129. 
Ev idences of the Chriſtian Religion: 

Such Evidenees as no pretended Revelation 
ever had, orcan have. Such as do plainly 
/ Giſtioguiſh i it from all Fooliſh Legends and Ins 
poftures whatſoever, 

4 XX. And now, laſt of all, it one word of 
fi Advice wou'd not be loſt i upon Men. who think 
" ſo Unmealureable of rags 2 as the Deiſts, 
you may Reptcſent rotherm, what aConditis 
w on they are in, who ſpend their Life and Senſe, 
oo which GOD has given them, in Ridiculing 
& the Greateſt of his Bleſſing, His Revelations of 
Ubrift, and by Chriſt, tro Redeem thole trom 
*ternal miſery, who ſhall Believe in Him, and 
Obey His Laws, And that GOD, in his Hons 
derfull Mercy and Wiſdom, has (0 Guarded His, 
Revelations, as that it is paſtthe Power of Mea 
. 6r Devils ro Counterfit: And that there. is no. 
Deaying Of them, unleis we will be {o Abfurd, 


7 


| 3s to ry hes onl$'4 the RR but the & 
 #ainty of the Outward Senſes, not only of one 6 
 tw9 or. three, bur of Mankind i in General, I'h; 
' this Caſe is ſo very plain, that nethirig bi 
want of T bought can hinder any to diſeover 
ic. That they owſt yield icco be fo plain,um 
leſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery, which has all} 
the. four Marks before (et down, Butif they 
.  cannar do this, they;muft quite their Cauſe 
and yield a happy Vidory over them(clyes? 
. Or elle fit down with 'alt that 7enowiny with 
which they have loaded the Priefts, of being! 
not only the moſt pernicious, bus (what will 


fall ebem more) the moſt fooliſh and jnconfiderat of 
| Mankind 

| Therefore fer ther not think i It an undeps W 
valuing of their Jortbineſs, that their whole 
-Cauſe is compriſed inleſs than two Shree | Ve 


Paper: Andno more time beftow'd agen ih 
thanirt is worth, 
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